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THE STORY SO FAR... 


hats ume me kidnapped by an overzealous 

FAN. K OU ATTEMPTED TO SAVE PER BUT WAS 
ATTACKED IN THE PROCESS, ANP BOTH OF THEM 
WERE RESCUER ANP BROUGHT TO SAFETY BY 
APULTS. FEELINO POWERLESS, THE PAIR AT- 
TEMPTER TO RETURN TO HOW LIFE USER TO BE. 
THEY RAN AWAY A6AIN, ONLY TO BE STRUCK BY 
THE HARSH REALITY OF JUST HOW PIFFERENT 
THINOS HAVE BECOME... 






















LIKE I SAIV, 
WE'RE ON OUR 
WAY HOME, 
OKAY? 


50RR/. 
CAN you 
TALK TO THE 
HINEMOSU INN 
PEOPLE FOR 
ME? 






























♦UKI6UMO 


I HAVEN'T 
REALLY 
BEEN ABLE 
TO SLEEP 
LATELY... 


N4TSUME/ 





































CP'S? 


REALLY 
DON'T 
LIKE 
RIVING 
IN CARS 
ANY- 
\ MORE. 


NOT TO 
MAKE A 
Bl G VEAL 
O? IT... 


WHAT 
IS IT? 


"PON'T 

APOLOGIZE. 
































I PON'T 
WANT YOU 
TO UNPER- 
STANP. I 
PON'T WANT 
YOU TO 
KNOW. 


you 

WON'T 
WANT 
TO BE 
NEAR ME 
ANyMORE. 















I'Ll 

COm PICK 
YOU UP 
AFTER, 
TOO. 


THANK 

YOU, 

6RANPPA. 


d" -i 

r 'fcvfn 


i y ""^l 


rim 


/ OKAY. | 

1 J 

W//B 

V ^z4\\ \n 

























































I HEARP 
SHE'S PONE 
LOST HER 
MEMORY, 
THOUOH. 


































































































VRRR 


PIP 

THEY 

BREAK 

UP? 
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HASt&AWA! 

HBY 

HASB6AWA! 





























































L-JLJj 


you SURE 
VO N'T LIKE 
PAYINO 
ATTENTION 
TO My 

INSTRUCTION 
LATELY, PO 

you?/ 


NATSUME- 

CHAN/ 


wW\\\ 




















































































































X ENVY 
YOUR 
ABILITY TO 
TRUST IN 
HIM/ 


NOT 

ONCE! 


0mm 

W4M'A 

)7GW. 


...PONE 
ANYTHING 
TO HELP 
ME/ 



















































































































































...you 

suoulv &er 
CHECKED 
OUT AT THE 
HOSPITAL. 


IF YOU 
CAN'T 
HEAR... 


YOU 

KNOW 


...BEIN' 

ONE KINP OF 
PISAPPOINTMENT 
AFTER ANOTHER. 


I SPENT 
MY WHOLE LIFE 
SO FAR... 
























ITS 

T0U£H, 

^IN'T 

IT? 


2EIN' 

AROUW 

me? 








































































































































































YEAH, 

ms 

TOUGH. 


...NOTHING 
BVBR GETS 
PAST YOU, 
KOU-CHAN. 

you sea 

RIGHT 

THROUGH 

MB. 


■r. - - j - 

m 

jrr:.:T'^rd 

nfff 




























































my 

GOP... 


...is 

GONE. 














\Y"%, 



Takumi Hasume (27) 


Sentence: For the crime of abduction, injury, 
and confinement of a minor, three years 
imprisonment. 


r 1 

THRE£ 

YEARS? 






















































































THE HAO 
OOPRESS 
OF THE 
MOUNTAIN 


...15 
SURELY 
JEALOUS 
OF /A. 


EVERY¬ 
THING'S 
BACK TO 
HOW IT 
USEP TO 
BE. 


EVERY¬ 

THING. 




YOU'RE 
, BEAUTI- 
l FUL. 


you 
SEE, 
MATSU - 
. ME 


HUH? 

































WONDER 


...IF 

I'M REALLY 
WELCOME 
MERE. 


mm 


WHAT'S 
, THAT? 


I WAS 
JUST 
SAVINS- 


...you 

SHOULD TEACH 
ME HOW TO RIPE 
MOTORCyCLES 
SOMETIME. 


I'M 

OOINO 

NOW/ 
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RIGHT. 

PARN. 


GUESS I 
PON'T NEEP 
YOUR STINKY 
CLOTHES 
THEN, HUH? 


THEY 

AREN'T 

STINKY/ 

THEY'RE 

ROSE- 

SCENTEP/ 


THAT 

REMINPS 

ME. 


OH, YEAH/ 

I HEARP THEY 
ANP SOME GIRLS 
PROM ANOTHER 
SCHOOL WENT 
ON A GROUP 
PATE WITH SOME 
BOYS AT THE 
AMUSEMENT 
PARK OVER 
. CHRISTMAS/ 


THE GIRLS 
IN THE 
GYMNASTICS 
CLUB, ANP 
ESPECIALLY 
SUZUKA 
KUNIHIRO... 


THEY'RE 

SURE 

MOVIN' 

QUICK/ 












































KOU-CHAN'S 
GROUP FROM 
CLASS A, 
RIOHT? 


AW BY 
BOYS, 
YOU 
MEAN 




HE ALWAYS 
CLAIMEP HE 
PIPN'T LIKE 
OIRLS OR 
PATINO THAT 
MUCH, AT 
LEAST... 


WONPER 


/ V AIN'T EVEN 

you \ 

\ BEEN FIVE 

PON'T THINK 

RIOHT? 5ECONPS 

KOU-CHAN / 

\ V SINCE HE 

WENT, TOO, / 

\ A BROKE UP 

po you? / 














HUH? 

WHERE'S 

N4TSUME- 

CHAN? 


SHE SAIP 
SHE LEFT 
SOMETHING 
IN THE 
CLASS¬ 
ROOM. 


...BUT, 

you 

KNOW 


PON'T 

you 

THINK 

you 

SHOULP 
BACK 
OFF A 
SMIPOE? 


WHAT? 

WHy 

SHOULP 

I? 


/ LIKE, 
WITH THE 
HASEOAWA- 
KUN 
STUFF? 


WHy THE HECK 
NOT?/ LIKE, SURE, 
NATSUME-CHAN 
POESN'T SEEM TO MINP 
SO MUCH, BUT... 


YOU CAN'T 
PO THAT/ 


AN' SOMETIMES 

when you TRY 

TO TALK TO 
HER, SHE JUST 
PLAIN PON'T PAY 
ATTENTION... 


HER 

LAUOHTER 
STILL FEELS 
LIKE THERE'S 
NOTHIN' 
BEHINP IT. 


WOULPN'T 
SAy THAT. 

















































































































































































































ONCE 

THINGS 

CALMER 

rown, 

WE WERE 
GOING TO 
GIVE THEM 

to vou, 

BUT... 


THIS IS ONE O? 
THE CAMERAS 
THAT WAS USER 
PURINA YOUR 
PHOTOBOOK, 
WASN'T IT? 
T4's 


THEY DON'T 
MAKE FILM FOR 
IT ANYMORE, SO 
USE WHAT'S LEFT 
CAREFULLY. 


AS I RECALL, 
YOU CALLED THIS 
CAMERA * CUTE." 
HERE, YOU CAN 
HAVE IT. 


IN THANKS, WHY 
NOT SEND ME A 
FEW PICTURES OF 
YOU UV/NG YOUR 
NORMAL LIFE? 












































































































































































































































































































^ mu 

m 


* > - 

IS 

































































































































/ IP I'M 
1 GONG TO 
SHOOT THE 
SUNSET... I 


PEPINITELy I 


f "J 





















































...IT FEELS 
LIKE THAT 
HAPPENED A 
LONG- TIME 
AGO. 




































... KOU' 

am? 


KOU- 

CUAU! 
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KOU- 

C\AAK! 




















ALRBAVY 
DAVE HIM/ 
BACK../ 


...THE 
LAST 
TH INC- 
UNKIND 
US. 


I SH0ULP 
HAVE 
BOUDHT 
THAT 

BRACELET. 



































































































...WON'T 

CH4NOE 


...YOU 

ViimY! 


cRmo 

LIKE 

THIS... 


^Q^XjXj 











m 

LONELY! 




I'M LONELY! 
I'M LONELY! 
I'M LONELY!! 



...IS 

THIS... 


AU 

THAT'S 

LSFT 

INSIDS 

MS... 



...SMPTY 

LANDSCAPE. 













The Girl from 
Hinemosu Inn 















ANP 

THINGS. 


...THAN I 
BN JOY THE 
COMPANY 
OF MY 


TO BE HONEST, 
I ENJOY REAPING 
MAGAZINES WAY 
MORE... 


I 

PRETENL 
NOT TO 
NOTICE, 
BUT... 


I 

NOTICE. 


ICOULPLOSE 
MYSELF IN THEM 
ALL PAY WITHOUT 
GETTIN' 80REP. 


FASHION 
MAGAZINES 
ARE JUST SO 
GLAMOROUS... 




































































) AW 
, SHE'S 
) SMART, 
TOO! 


SHE'S / 
ALREADY ' 
A/WDE FRIENDS 
WITH EVERY- | 
BODY.../ ^ 


SHE'S 
FORGOT¬ 
TEN ALL 
l /45<X7" I 


: /7"S 
A SHE'S A 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
CREATURE 
MAPE FROM 
COMPLETELY 
PIFFERENT 
MATERIALS 
THAN ME. 


HEY, 

KANA-CHAN/ 
WHICH PO 
YOU LIKE 
\ MORE? 


$ BEAUTIFUL 

ocAotc mnm 


PEOPLE MB \ 
BEAUTIFUL l 
HEARTS, 


THE REAL 
NATSUME- 
CHAN WHO 
STOOP 
BEFORE ME 
WAS EVEN 
CUTER THAN 
THE ONE IN 
MAGAZINES. 


















































































A IOBOP/CAN 
MATCH UP TO 
NATSUMB-CHAN. 
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KOU-CHAN 
ASKEP 
ME FOR A 
FAVOR! 


PLACE. 

ANP... 


rr's 


TRUE! 


...PONT 


BE SAP, 


NATSUME- 


CHAN. 
















you 

REALLY 
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KOU- 
CHAN 
QIPN'T 
EVEN 
ENP UP 
COMING. 



■iREAUVNOT. 

• IGOOVWITH : : 

her:-:-::-: 



















































% -S ' 

*v -'<&*■ "'W*» . - 

A. 

!^, *rr 

I s ' ’*£' 

^■H^-*’- •>> 
- ^ 













































IT'S 

msu- 

m 

MOCHI- 

i zuki; 


SHE'S 

WEARING 

THE 

SAME 

PRESS/ 


COME 

ON/ 


WANTIN' 
TO BE LIKE 
HER IS ONE 
THINS... 


...WELL, 
AN' SO 
WHAT? 


NATSUME- 
CHAN IS A 
MOPEL, YA 
i KNOW? 


ll YOU'RE 
, MILES 
X- APART/ 




















NATSUME - 
CHAN IS MY 
COMPLETE 
OPPOSITE 
ANPALSO 
MY I POL... 














IF 

YOU CAN 
CHANGE 
IT ,: IT AIN'T 
PEST!NY. 


























IMIl 



















































































































































...YEAH, >r~> V 
NO Op&g. 

goop ^ 
AT ALL (b, 7, 

rrs l\\ f | 

WWV- 7 \ 
RIGHT - 7f' V 
5 /^X' W# 


mm mm 

IMGMATlom, 
ALOVESem 
IS JUST TOO 
MUCH! 


mon 

CAM’Tf 


NATSUME- 

CHAN/ 


WHV 
VOW T 
YOU 
PATE 
HIM? 












































I ENVY 
YOUR 
ABILITY 


...TO 
TRUST 
IN HIM/ 


..MAS 
KOU-CUAH 
EVER PONE 
ANYTHING 
TO HELP 
ME/ 


LET ME 
TELL 

YOU/ NOT 
ONCE... 


NATSUME- 
CHAN ONLY 
SAIP THAT 
BECAUSE 
SHE ' 
KNOWS 
THAT, TOO. 







































































































...THAT'S 

IT. 




SHE SHOULD 
BE HAPPY! 
SHE SHOULP 
THANK HIM! 
ANP WISH 
HIMASPEEPY 
RECOVERY! 


I 

KNOW 


..TO SAVE 
HER? 


...BRAVE 
AU THOSE 
TERRIBLE 
INJURIES 


...PIPN'T 
KOU - 
CHAN... 

























som 

THIRP-YEARS 

prom emm 

OIRLS' ARB 

comu&! 




























































"'WHY 

PONT 

you 

PAW 

HIM?" 


K AHA. 


W \ 

j! 

w 

? j 


















I 

WON PER IF 
NATSUME- 
CHAN 
KNOWS... 

WE 

HAVEN'T 

SEEN 

TALKING 

MUCH 

LATELY... 


FOR 


I HEARP 

HASEOAWA-KUN'S 
PATINO ZONE OIRL 
FROM ANOTHER 
SCHOOL THAT 
HE MET THROUGH 
SUZUKA HERSELF. 


SERIOUS? 


AN' 

SHE'S 

TWO 

YEARS 

OLPER, 

TOO/ 


EXPLAINS 
ALL THE 
STRESS 
EATIN7 


TV 

RATHER 
...THAN HE PATE 

SOMEONE SOMEONE 
LIKE IPON'T 

SUZUKA, KNOW... 

ANYWAY. 


SEEMS 
PRETTY AP¬ 
PROPRIATE 
FOR HIM. 





































































































































HM? 


we MET UP 


YESTERPAY 


AFTER A 


WHAT? 


UPNo TIME 


APART/ 


~Y~ 

HE'S TOU 

TWO YEARS ORINNINI' 
YOUU&BR! ABOUT 
JUST A 
LITTLE KIP/ 

























































































































EVEN NOW, 
TO BE 
FRANK... 


I WAS 
ALWAYS 
CHASIN' 
AFTER 
HIM... 
















































































SHE'S AS 
BEAUTIFUL 
AS EVER, BUT 
NATSUME- 
CHAN HAS 
CHANGER. 


...PASSIONLESS 

EYES... 


SHALLOW 

SMILES, 

SHALLOW 

CONVERSA¬ 

TIONS... 































?0U NP 
YOU , 

KOIOHIRO/ 


HEY-YO! 


HOW 
YOU 
VO IN'? 


























































WH/VTRE 
YOU DOIN' 
HERE?/ 


THE 

HECK?/ 
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ACTIN'UfCE 
THAT NOW, 
rr'S PRETTY 
OBVIOUS WHAT 
HAPPENS? 


THIS CLASS 
TO BB NEAR 
HIM. 


...EVERY- 
ONE'S IN 
SHOCK. 


CLEARLY A 


COUPLE. 


OF 

COURSE 

THEY 

ARE. 








WELCOME 


HOME/ 


I'M 

UEH/m 
I GO TO 
SHINKAI 


WE MET PARPON 
ONCE THE 
BEFORE, INTRUSION. 
REMEM¬ 
BER? 


OIRLS 

WITH 


JURI 


...OH. | 






















■ n 

/ I'M JUST SAVIN', \ 


IT WOULDA BEEN V 

- 

FINE IF AUNTIE 

Hp 

COULDA DRIVEN 
\ US TO THE TRAIN 
\ STATION. 



























I'M 

FRIENPS 
WITH MY 
EX, TOO/ 


I PON'T 
CARE 
ABOUT 
HIS EX, 
OKA/? 


HUH...? 


JUST 
COMPARE 
\ YOU ANQ 


\ OH, 
COME 

ON, . 

NOW! 


YOU CAN'T 
JUST 
COMPARE 
YOUR EX TO 
KOU-CHAN! 


PONT JUST 
CASUAUY LUMP 
YOURSELF IN 
WITH HIM LIKE 
THAT! 




























TftE MOUNTAIN 
^BERPV CAFg" 

Sikj; 


SEE you 

LATER. 


UM, 

THANK 

YOU. 
























YOU'RE 
NEVER 
GO INO 
TO, ARE 

you? 


THAT'S 
WHY WE 
CAME 
HERE 
INSTEAP. 


SO THAT 
UON KING 
OIRL IS 
YOUR 
COUSIN, 
HUH? 
















































































...HEY, 
YOU KNOW 
KURAMOTO- 
SEMPAI? 


HE WAS 
BAYIN' HE 
W4NTEP TO 
TALK TO 
YOU. 





























MAYBE. 


























XouAtmwA 

WcmeWk 


P/PN$T\ 

THINK 

THEY 

WOULP. 










.HUH? 


ALWAYS 
LOOKUP 
U KB THBIR 
PARTICI¬ 
PATION 
PLBASBP 
THB GOPS, 
THOUGH... 


WHY'P 
THEY 
GET 
CAUGHT 
UP IN 
THIS 
FATS? 









Jit 


WHAT'S 

THIS? 
































































...Pit? 

KOU-CHAN 

notice rr, 

TOO? 


■ - 

- 

^U, «MP 

Wt 

/if 

<3 .*'* 




































































affA4; 








































...I'LL STILL 
BE CHASIN' 
AFTER YOU , 
JUST LIKE 
THIS. 


/ X 


HAVEN'T 
CHANCEP. , 

\ 

















THEY'RE 
NOTHING 
LIKE m, 


ARE 

THEY? 


- —---— 


YOU 

HAVEN'T 

CHANGER, 

EITHER... 




































MAYBE IT ^ 
WAS THE 
BARRING...^ 
MAYBE IT WAS 
'BECAUSE I 
TRESPASSER 
IN WE GOVS’ 
SEA.:. 


^ ...BUT 
: K.OU-CHAN 
**me~*ANP I.. . 
R* ANR 
NATSUME - 
CHAN, TOO.. 


CAUGHT ^ J 
UP IN THIS - 
EMOVONAL 
CURRENT. 
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